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Day of Prayer for Colleges. 

In accordance with a long established cus- 
tom the last Thursday of this month will be 
observed as a day of prayer for The Colleges | 
of this country. A large number of churches, | 
representing most of the leading evangelical | 
denominations, will hold prayer meetings, and | 
many earnest petitions will arise from hearts 
heavy laden with anxious care in behalf of 
absent sons and brothers. 


A large proportion 
of our colleges will suspend recitations dur- 
ing the day. Meetings of prayer will be held, 
and sermons and addresses will be delivered by 





members of the faculty or persons invited from 
abroad. In the Theological Seminaries re- 
ports of the religious condition of the various 
colleges represented will be made, and Profes- 
sors and students will join in earnest suppli- 
cations for a mighty outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost upon their Alma Maters. 

What will be the results of this great evan- 
gelical prayer meeting? In the first place the 
results will be largely conditioned by faith, 
** According unto your faith be it unto you.” 
Very much will also depend uy on the spirit 
in which the word is preached to the students 
in the public assemblies, In addition to the 
foregoing we wish to call the special and 
prayerful attention of every Christian student 
to one condition of success, which is abso 
lutely indispensable to any general awakening 
We re- 


fer to personal conversation with the uncon- 


among the unconverted on this day. 


verted upon the subject of their own salva- 
tion. this connection we would offer a 


suggestion whose practicability has been de- 


JANUARY, 1880. 





monstrated again and again, 








No. 5. 


During the early part of the day, or on 
the preceding evening, hold a meeting, the 
theme of which shall be, consecration to per- 
Let earnest prayer be offered 
for strength to make and keep the following 


sonal work. 


resolution, which should be taken by every 
Christian student, viz: to speak to at least one 
unconverted friend during the day. Just im- 
agine the inestimable results which would 
follow if the 25,000 professing Christians in 
our American Colleges, or even the 2,500 
students connected with College Associations, 
the 


Whether or not all colleges can be persuaded 


would spend day in this manner. 


_to work according to this programme, will 


And even if the Chris- 
tians in your own college are unwilling to 


your college do so? 


| enter upon such a combined movement, will 


you, an individual student, make and keep 
Will you do as did Harlan 
Page, who acted “‘as if there were no other 
to act ?”” 


this resolution ? 


If you and your fellow students in 
your own college, and Christian students 
generally, will consecrate this day to ‘‘ this 
” the cause of our Lord Jesus Christ 
will receive such a mighty impulse as will be 


one thing, 


felt, not only in our colleges, but in every de- 
partment of business and professional life. 

Fellow students, let this day be one full 
day’s work for Jesus. 





The Organization of the College Y. M. C. A. 


Letters are constantly being received from 
many colleges, containing in substance this 
inquiry: What steps shall we take toward 
the formation of a branch of the College Y. 
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M. C. A.? 
therefore be in place. 


I, A few students should be thoroughly 
impressed with the importance of systematic 
effort in the following directions : 

1. The maintenance of regular meetings 
for Bible study, prayer and conference. 

2. The exerting of such personal influences 
upon students as will lead professing Christ- 
ians to take an open stand for Christ at the 
very beginning of their college course and 
maintain the same, and also the promotion 
of such individual effort among non-professors 
as will lead to their conversion. 

3- College neighborhood work, involving 
the supply of Sabbath Schools with teach- 
ers and keeping up of prayer meetings, etc. 

4. The development and maintenance of 
Home and Foreign Missionary spirit among 
the students. 

5. Stimulating these four kinds of work by 
interchange of correspondence with other col- 
leges, representation in conventions, etc. 

If a very few students will become thor- 
oughly convinced of the need of such work 
in their college, and will deter mine to do what 
they can in its interest, the first—in fact, the 
most important step—will have been taken. 

Il. Secure the sanction of the faculty, ob- 
tain the College Y. M. C. A. Constitution, 
call a meeting of the students, (don’t be dis- 
couraged if the meeting is small) lay the im- 
portance of the work upon their hearts, and 
let as many as are willing subscribe to the 
Constitution ; elect officers and appoint the 
standing committees prescribed in the Con- 
stitution ; and the association is organized in 
full connection with the International Or- 
ganization and ready for work. 

IIf. The individual colleges draw up their 
own by-laws, few of which will be needed. 
Each college association will want to provide 
for the times of holding Business and other 
meetings. ‘There should be a prescribed 
order of exercises in the Business Meetings, 
which should be held monthly. We offer the 
following by way of suggestion : 


The following suggestions will 





| 





1. Opening of meeting by President, with 
Scripture reading and prayer. 

2. Roll Call, 

3- Reading of Minutes. 

4. Regular Business and Reports of Spe- 
cial Committees. 

5. Reports of Standing Committees, 

6. Devotional Exercises in closing. 

The necessity of regular Business Meetings 
is apparent to all. Little items of business 
are continually arising, and it is important to 
hear from Standing Committees as to progress 
of their work. The Business Meeting should 
be as devotional in character as possible. 

It will be observed that the above sugges- 
tions, which are the outgrowth of the expe- 
rience of many Associations, simply contem- 
plate the systematic doing of special kinds of 
work, which are an actual pressing necessity 
in every college. The College Association 
is practical, or it is worth nothing at all. 


College Visitation. 
The College Secretary made a flying visit 
to several institutions during December. 
The first point at which he stopped was 


ALLEGHENY COLLEGE, 


located at Meadville, Pa. ‘The Association 
here is of several years’ standing, and is doing 
good work. The Committee on College 
Neighborhood Work holds a weekly meeting 
at the County Jail with encouraging results 
among the prisoners. ‘The Association is just 


taking steps toward the enlargement of its 


work in accordance with the sugiestions of 


the Baltimore Conference. 
The next point visited was 
Wooster University, 
Wooster, Ohio. The Association in this 


place is of recent organization, and was 
effected by changing the Brainerd Society 


into a College Y. M. C. A. The students 
felt that in making this change they would 
lose none of the advantages of the old or- 
ganization, whose sole object was the promo- 
tion of missionary spirit by monthly meeting, 
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while the Association now formed will sie: A Practical Idea. 
brace that work in connection with its other 
departments. A Bible class has already been | 
formed which will be conducted by Prof. 
Black. The Association has started with 
very fair prospects, and we predict for it a 
successful future. We have long expected 
the union of the Wooster students with the 
Inter-Collegiate organization, and every As- 
sociation extends to them the right hand of 
Christian greeting. 


We are just in receipt of a monthly Bul- 
letin, published by the Association of West- 
minster College, Fulton, Mo, Its chief ob- 
ject, as stated in the opening number, is “‘ to 
develope and direct a more earnest zeal in the 
study of God’s Word—to furnish intelligible 
and interesting Bible Readings ; to unfold the 
essential principles of Biblical interpretation, 
with a view to popular use; to give suggestive 
and helpful hints as to the most correct and 
practical methods of applying those principles, 
and to bring about as far as possible a more 
| substantial intelligence and a more efficient 
, use of the word in our association work.” 
at Delaware, Ohio. Although this institu- | This is a move in the right direction. The 
tion was in the midst of the closing examina- success of the Westminster Y. M. C. A. is 
tions, the students turned out in large num-| ensured. (Josh. I: 8). 
bers to the Association meeting which was 
held in the University Chapel. At the 
close of the meet rg between thirty and forty 
presented their names for membership in the | 


After a few hours ride from Wooster we 
were anong the students of 


Oun1o Westeyan University 


New York College Conference. 


The State Convention of the Associations 
Association, The religious work at Wes- _of New York will be held in Rochester, Feb. 
leyan is well organized, and prayer is re- | 12-15. A conference of the college associa- 
quested for a special outpouring of the Holy | tions of this State will also meet in connection 
Spirit. While in Delaware we had the | yith the convention, This will be the fifth 


great pleasure of meeting Captain Miller of | State convention held at a college centre during 
the U. S. Navy, whose work at the Naval | the present year. 


Academy has been noticed in former num- 


There has long been an active association 
bers of the Bulletin. 


in Rochester University, and this fact will 

The last Sabbath of the College Session | serve to attract the attendance of students on 
was spent at this occasion. We shall expect representa- 
tives from every college association in the 
| State and a most cordial invitation is ex- 


Greencastle, Ind. The students held a/| tended to institutions having religious associa- 
meeting on Sabbath morning, the theme of | tions of other names, and also to those where 





Inpiana Assury University, 


which . as personal work, and we believe | no association exists, to send delegates. Rev. 
many men resolved to return to college at Wm. M. Taylor, D.D., and Rev. John H, 
the opening of the winter term to do more | Vincent, D.D., of New York, have accepted 
individual work than ever before. The day | the invitation of the State committee to be 
we were in Asbury marked the close of a| present. No pains is being spared to make 
series of special meetings conducted by State | the convention the most practical yet held in 
Secretary Munhall. An impulse had been | the State. 

given by these meetings to Bible study, and| Will the College Associations take im- 
we trust the students are following up this | mediate action in this matter, and report to 
very important department of the college | the College Secretary the names of the dele 


work, gates chosen? 
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College Items. 
Cen. Coll. Institute, Hackettstown, N. Y. 





— The Secretary writes, ‘‘ We ask the prayers | 


of all our brethren, that our Association 
may be blessed and strengthened in its work, 
and that all of our students may be saved.” 
Do the Associations remember these re- 
quests in the prayer meetings? We should 
not forget them. If any blessing follows our 


work it will be in answer to prayer. 
Pennsylvania Military Academy, Chester. 
—We hope to be able to report an Associa- 


tion here in the near future. 


Medical Department of the University | State University, Lexington, Ky.—As ; 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.—An As- | result of the State Convention several new 


sociation was formed in this institution in | Associations have been formed in Kentucky, 


December. A member writes, ** Much 
that the organization will be a grand success 
hardly admits of a doubt. 
felt the need of such an Association. 
knew little of each other’s religious condition, 
and I must say I was surprised to find so 
many of student associates who are 
earnest Christians, and so many who though 


yet enter heartily into the 


my 


non- professors 


scheme. We are greatly interested in the 
formation of these organizations in the 
medical colleges of our country where a 


grand field offers itself for just such work.” 
Wofford College, Spartanburg, S. C.— 
An Association has recently been tormed in 
this 
have been appointed, and the work is begin- 


institution. The necessary committees 


ning with the most hopeful prospects. 
Dennison University, Granville, Ohio.— 
A recent letter from this place says, “* We 
have organized a Y. M. C. A., elected our 
officers, and are now ready for work.” 


Hope College, Holland, Mich —A mem- 


ber writes : ‘* We have organized. An inter- 
esting meeting for Bible study is held weekly. 
A reading room, containing choice periodi- 
cals, will be opened by the Association. Many 
of us already feel that our work here is not 


now and never will be ‘ in vain in the Lord.’ ” 


We have long | 


We _ have united in forming an Association. 








| Secretary writes : 


Mand in this institution among others. The 
terest was manifested in its formation, and Secretary writes very hopefully concerning 
| the beginning of the work. 


| 


| tral office of which is in New York, corner 4th 





Lenox College, Hopkinton, Iowa.—'The 
““We have reorganized 
our Association, and have arranged for a 
weekly meeting for Bible study. I notice 
in the College Bulletin tor December that 
We thank you 
for this, and now with God’s blessing we will 
try and do what little we can for the Mas- 
ter’s cause here in Lenox.” 






prayer was requested for us. 









We are rejoiced to hear of the reorganiza- 
tion of the work at this place and bid the 
We 
shall continue to pray for Lenox and the 







stu'ents Godspeed in the enterprise, 






small band of Christians at work there. 









The Medical Colleges in Louisville, Ky., 
The 


Association 








members conduct a service in 






Hall every Sabbath afternoon with an average 
The 
City Association recently gave them a recep 
The 


General Secretary reports that many good 






attendance of 150 medical students, 








tion at which about 200 were present. 







results have followed these meetings, 
Now that the Louisville and Philadelphia 








Medical Colleges have moved in the matter, 






shall we not hear of ‘other cities following 





their example ? 







The Cortece BuLtetin is published under 
the auspices of the International Committee of 








Young Men’s Christian Associations, the cen- 








Avenue and 23d Street, Richard C. Morse, 
William Libbey, Jr., of 
Princeton College, is the member of the Com- 
mittee specially entrusted with the College 
Work, 







General Secretary. 











Att CommusicaTions To THE BuLetin 


SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO 
L. D. WISHARD, 
College Secretary of the Committee, 
Princeton, N, J. 
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